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          What were you doing 
10,950 days ago? Where were 
you living 30 Februarys prior to 
this one? How old were you 
262,800 hours ago? How old 
were your children? Which house 
did you live in and where did you 
work? Some reading this did not 
exist 15,768,000 minutes before 
this minute. Some of us can’t 
recall what we were up to two 
Fridays ago, let alone going back 
1,560 Fridays. That time in our 
lives seems so distant.  

Three decades have 
passed since long hair was the 
‘in’ style. The Farrah Fawcett 
feathered look was cool, as well 
as the Dorothy Hamill hair cut.  
501 jeans were in vogue, beta 
video machines were just coming 
onto the market and Ronald 
Reagan was enjoying his first 
year in the Oval Office. America 
was rebounding from the dark 
days of the 70’s, which were 
captivated by Watergate and 
Vietnam. CD music and satellite 
TV were not even in our 
conscious thinking. Few 
Americans knew anything about 
RAM or megabytes. It was my 
junior year of High School. That 
was the year I got my drivers 
license and bought my first car 

off my Spanish teacher for 
$250.00. It was a sweet car. 
Are you feeling old yet? Those 
times seems so disconnected 
from us now… 

In 1980 a man was 
standing in line at the Auburn 
downtown post office waiting 
to get the mail. A smile broke 
out on his face as he opened 
the envelope from the State of 
California. In his hands were 
the incorporation papers for 
Gold Rush Community Grace 
Brethren Church. These 
papers officially recognized a 
new church in Auburn. The 
church was finally a certified 
organization, acknowledged by 
the State of California. Many 
months of labor and 
preparation had gone into 
getting these documents 
pushed through, and now they 
had finally arrived. A new 
spiritual work was established 
in Auburn. Gold Rush 
Community Grace Brethren 
Church later became known 
as Auburn Grace Brethren 
Church, and today is called 
Auburn Grace Community 
Church, or AGCC.  

The man standing in 
line that day was Duane 
Jones. He and his wife, Kathy, 
came to Auburn from seminary 
to help a small group of 
families grow a home Bible 
study into a community- 
minded fellowship. Duane and 
Kathy came to Auburn to link 
up with the Manning,  Martin, 
and  Sparling families and, 
together, formed the nucleus 
of our church today. Soon 
other families joined the 
pioneer work; the Davis family, 
the Andersen’s, the 
Glenwinkel family, the 

Pastor Phil  

“God, You Are Faithful!”  

Benedict’s, the Paisley’s, the 
Cavanaugh’s and several more. 
What was begun 30 years ago is 
still going strong today.  

There is much to be 
excited about as we celebrate 
our church’s 30th anniversary.  
God has been faithful to 
accomplish His work here. There 
have been many ups and downs 
along the way and the path has 
not always been smooth. But 
GOD IS FAITHFUL. His grace and 
mercy continues to support us as 
we go  forward.   

As you look back over 
the last 360 months of your life 
can you see God’s faithfulness? 
Can you see what He has brought 
you through: that tough 
relationship, a bankruptcy, that 
horrible tragedy? I’m sure there 
have been many personal 
victories and maybe a few 
failures over the last 10,950 
days but, praise the Lord, He is 
faithful. You are still breathing 
and walking upright (for the most 
part anyway), and you still have 
Him! He has fulfilled His end of 
the bargain. He has never left you 
or abandoned you. He has 
remained faithful even when we 
have been found, at times, 
faithless.  

This week tell Him, 
“God, You are Faithful!” He 
deserves our gratitude. After all, 
He has brought us through the 
last 346,080,000 seconds and 
will see us through the next 
several million as well.  

 
I love being your Pastor! 
 

 See you on Sunday. 
 

             Pastor Phil 
 

 
  




